
he pitopito kōrero

Hotuhotu te manawa
Heke iho ngā roimata
Kua ngaro atu rā koe ki te ao o te pō
Okioki atu rā e Pā.
Me koutou anō hoki, ngā mate o tātou, 
kua hinga mai nei, kua hinga mai nā.

It is with much sadness 
that we farewell past Board 
member Barry Mason.
We also acknowledge and 
farewell all of our loved 
ones who have passed  
away this year.

Moe mai rā koutou.

Nominations for the Wakatū Board 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the 
Board terms of Waari Ward-Holmes, Miriana Stephens and Johnny 
McGregor will expire at the 2015 Annual General Meeting in Nelson 
on Saturday 5 December 2015. The three retiring members are 
eligible for re-election for a further term of office, and all have advised 
they will be standing for re-election. 

Nominations for the vacancies must be made by a shareholder 
in writing to Kerensa Johnston, Incorporation Secretary, Wakatü 
Incorporation, PO Box 440, Nelson, and must be lodged by 5pm, 
Thursday 17 September 2015. Nomination forms can be obtained 
from Celia (celia@wakatu.org / 03 539 0811).

Please include brief details about the nominee, and include 
the signed approval of the nominee to his/her nomination. The 
information will be circulated to shareholders with the Notice of 
Meeting for the 2015 Annual General Meeting.  

Property Manager – Commercial & Development
The Whenua team is looking for a new member!  

Do you have the following:-

• A university degree in business, property, economics or a related subject
• 4+ year’s work experience in commercial property management and development
• A high level of professionalism and strong commercial acumen
• An appreciation of tikanga Mäori 
• Excellent numeracy and communication skills
• Good property sector knowledge and understanding
• RICS or PINZ qualified (or willing to work towards qualification)
• Steady and dependable

If so, we would like to hear from you.

Reporting to the GM Property, this position 
will involve a wide range of property and asset 
management as well as assisting with development 
projects.  The Whenua division is a small, closely knit 
team responsible for looking after $210m+ (70%) of 
the assets of Wakatü which are spread throughout 
Te Tau Ihu, including rural lands, office, retail and 
industrial developments, waterspace and quota.  

If variety, kaitiakitanga, hard work and making 
a steady commercial return for Wakatü are of 
interest then this could be the position for you.

If you are interested in finding out more  
please contact Simone (simone@wakatu.org)       
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Education Scholarships 
74 education scholarships to date 
$0.5m paid out 01/12/00 to 16/07/15
138 scholarships overall, totalling 
$1.1m paid out.

Enclosed please find an application form 
for our Tertiary Education Scholarships.  
We have offered this opportunity to 
our whänau whänui for over ten years 
and are excited and inspired by the 
talent emerging across the board.  If 
you or a member of your whänau is 
interested in applying to be part of 
these programmes, please forward your 
application to us no later than  
23 October 2015.  

If you are a recent graduate and want to 
join our Alumni network, please contact 
Röpata Taylor on ropata@wakatu.org to 
register your interest.

Short Snippet
Congratulations to our whananunga 
Jamie Joseph who, as head coach, lead 
the Highlanders to victory at the recent 
Super Rugby final.  Ka rawe!

Communication
In an attempt to reduce unnecessary paper usage, administration and postage costs, we have started 
emailing our pänui to owners and interested parties.  Over time, the intention is to provide an eco-
efficient and environmentally 
responsible solution with the much of our communication to owners in an electronic format.  To be added to our email database please send your details to:  celia@wakatu.org
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Sponsorship 
We are very pleased to celebrate the 
success of two young men of exceptional 
character and capability.  Both are 
participants on our Taiohi Wänanga 
running from 28 Sep – 2 Oct in the Abel 
Tasman National Park.

Kai Mason 
Te Ätiawa,  
Ngäti Tama

Kai Mason is in 
his final year at 
Motueka High 
school.  Competing 
at the New Zealand 
National Athletics 
Championships 
in March, he won 
silver in Discus and bronze in Javelin.   
Kai is interested in taking his chosen 
sport as far as he can, and hopes to 
compete at even higher levels.  He has a 
keen interest in digital tech and plans to 
develop a career in the IT industry when 
he completes his studies this year.  We 
are very pleased we could assist Kai to 
achieve success at such a high level.

Dion Keogh 
Ngäti Koata

In June/July we 
sponsored Dion  
on the Tama Tü 
Mäori Battalion  
Tour of Europe.  
He was selected 
to be part of a 
leadership group 
retracing the 28th 
Battalion footsteps 

of World War 2.  Travelling to Athens, 
Crete, Milan, Venice, Rome, Monte 
Cassino, Tunis, Medina, and Hammamet 
Tunisia, Dion represented our families and 
tüpuna who made the ultimate sacrifice.  
As a token of respect, Dion prepared 
tributes and placed pakohe (argillite) from 
Rangitoto on the graves of our people 
buried in these distant lands.  Moe mai rä, 
okioki atu i ngä rangi tühähä.

Supreme Court approves appeal against the Crown
Since 2010, Wakatü has been engaged in litigation against the Crown.  Our journey began 
in the High Court with a six week hearing in 2010 and 2011.  We progressed to the Court of 
Appeal in 2014.  The Supreme Court confirmed that a full Court of five judges will hear our 
case against the Crown in October 2015. 

The Supreme Court has granted leave to the Proprietors of Wakatü (represented by Wakatü), 
Rore Stafford, kaumatua, and Te Kahui Ngahuru Trust to appeal the Court of Appeal’s 2014 
decision.  In that decision, the Court of Appeal decided the Crown did not owe legal duties 
to the Mäori land owners of the Tenths Reserves in Nelson, Motueka and Golden Bay. 

The Supreme Court considers very few cases each year and will only grant leave to cases 
which are nationally and legally significant, so this is an important step for the original 
Mäori owners of the Tenths Reserves and the owners of Wakatü Incorporation. 

Our case is against the Crown.  It examines the legal relationship between the Crown and 
the Mäori land owners of the Tenths Reserves.  We argue that the Crown breached its legal 
duties as a trustee of Mäori Land in the Nelson region because it failed to reserve the full 
one-tenth of land in Nelson, Motueka and Golden Bay.   

We are asking the Court to make a declaration that the Crown owes legally enforceable 
obligations as a trustee of Mäori land to the owners of that land, and that the Crown has 
breached those duties as a trustee. These are important legal questions that have not yet 
been fully considered by New Zealand’s Supreme Court.

Our legal team is busy preparing now for the Court hearing which is scheduled for 4 days 
from Monday 12  to Thursday 15 October 2015.  The case will be heard in Courtroom 1, 
Supreme Court, Lambton Quay, Wellington.  Day one opens on Monday 12 October 2015 
at 10.00am.  All are welcome to attend, Nau mai, haere mai!

For further information, please contact:  Kerensa Johnston, General Counsel and 
Incorporation Secretary, Wakatü Incorporation, Email:  kerensa@wakatu.org

Mārahau Kaitiakitanga
Alumna, Tuaiwa Rickard, has been using 
her experience and training in coastal 
erosion management to assist the Whenua 
and Manaaki sectors to put in place a soft 
landscaping plan to alleviate erosion on the 
beach area at Märahau.

The project started in 2013 with shaping 
of the beach and an ongoing planting 
programme.  Two planting days have 
been held now with whänau, staff and 
friends traveling to Märahau to help out.  
Nearly 10,000 sand-binding plants have 
been planted with follow-up maintenance 
carried out by resident kaitiaki, Pat Park. 

Other measures include the fencing of 
the beach and the creation of sand-ladder 
access points to reduce disturbance of the 
sand; a major factor effecting erosion.   

Although the area is still at risk from damage 
during stormy periods, the measures are 
having a positive impact.  Going forward, 
a comprehensive management plan is 
being developed to ensure that this land 
is preserved and protected for future 
generations.  

Many thanks to all whänau and friends who 
have helped in this project, in particular 
Tuaiwa and Pat.  Mä tini mä mano ka rapa 
te whai.
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