
he pitopito kōrero

Nau mai, haere mai ki te pānui
ō Ngāhuru.  Tēnā koutou katoa. Calling Taiohi  

Targeted wänanga are 
held annually – designed 
to invest in the personal 
development of our young 
people. They are focused 
on self-motivation, outdoor 
recreation, traditional values 
and identity. 

Over the years, this 
programme has proven to 
be popular with our young 
people, and has produced 
some excellent results 
for participants – who 
have successfully gone 
on to win scholarships 
from Wakatü to study at tertiary level.  The programme is for girls aged 10 – 18.  The 
wänanga will be Marae-based and include excursions into the Abel Tasman National 
Park by water and track, and will cover things such as waka, Te Reo Mäori, rongoä, 
weaving, waiata, traditional food, tribal history, environmental responsibility, goal setting, 
career pathways and an overview of Wakatü and its associated businesses.  If there is a 
girl in your whänau who would benefit from an outdoor recreation experience, with a 
strong Mäori cultural context that focuses on their future career, then make sure they 
have the opportunity to apply for this year’s programme.  The wänanga will run from 26 
– 30 September.  Applications opened 1 April, with the application form available on our 
website http://www.wakatu.org/taiohi-wananga-form.  Please note the closing date is 10 
June 2016.  

Governance Opportunity   
Success is not individual – but collective  
Our Associate Director scheme provides owners 
with an opportunity to gain experience in the 
governance and management of Wakatü.  As our 
businesses gets more complicated, it is vital that 
future Directors and Managers are equipped with 
the necessary commercial skills and understanding 
of the history and people of Te Tau Ihu.  Associate 
Directors are appointed for two years – the first 
year on a Sector Board and the second on the 
Head Board.  Applications opened 1 April, with 
the application form available on our website 
http://www.wakatu.org/education-1#associate-
directorship-scheme .    
Please note the closing date is 10 June 2016.  
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Ka rawe!

Congratulations to owner  
Mina Timutimu from Taranaki who  
has been honoured as a Member of  
the New Zealand Order of Merit.

And congratulations to Marama 
Elkington (above) and Merenia Gilbert 
who have recently represented New 
Zealand at the World Waka Ama Champs 
in Australia.

Riria (Missy) Te Kanawa   
2014/16 Associate Director
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2016 Māori Business 
Woman of the Year
The University of Auckland Business 
School “Aotearoa NZ Mäori Business 
Leaders Awards” recognise and celebrate 
outstanding Mäori excellence and 
success in business. Individuals and 
organisations are honoured for their 
contributions to the advancement of 
Mäori enterprise in New Zealand and 
around the world.  We are very proud 
to advise that the 2016 Mäori Business 
Woman of the Year is our very own 
Miriana Stephens. When speaking about 
her win, Miriana said “I would really like 
to thank you all for the support that you 
have provided to me and my family as 
we have progressed on our journey. It 
is really an honour to serve with great 
leaders and people who are committed 
to our collective future well-being. I 
feel very humbled.  Ehara taku toa, he 
takitahi, he toa takitini.”    

Leadership
The tradition of alumni gathering 
together at our SGM proved to 
be more popular than ever.  Over 
60 alumni participated in one or 
more activities spread over the 
weekend.  It was a great showing 
from the 2016 Ahikä crew and the 
range of activities challenged the 
alumni physically and mentally.  
In addition to attending the SGM, 
event activities focused on telling 
our story, learning waiata, indoor 
rock climbing, roller blading along 
the Wellington waterfront and deepening 
the social relationships between each other.  
Jamie Tüta provided a thought provoking 
address about his journey to become the 
Mäori Trustee, providing great insight 
into his values, philosophy and approach. 
The alumni enjoyed an afternoon at the 
Wellington Circus Trust experiencing the 
circus arts, developing a great appreciation 
for the skill involve whilst strengthening 
trust and deepening the Alumni bond.  The 
network continues to grow and three new 
alums were welcomed into the fold - Mana 
Williams, Gabriel Miguel and Hëmi Arthur.  
The next event is in Auckland and will delve 
into the theme of auahatanga - innovation.

Update on our Supreme 
Court Claim 
It is important we continue to advocate for recognition of legal rights to the Nelson Tenths 
land, and to seek the return of our land.  In October 2015 we concluded our Supreme Court 
hearing which went well, with the decision expected in 2016.  Rore Stafford provided this 
overview to owners at the April 2016 Special General Meeting.   “In 1986 the late Hepa 
Solomon and I filed a claim on behalf of you as whänui.  It has been 30 years since this 
journey began.  This take is significant, and is about the Crown who took land from us.  
Tenths lands. Every bit of land sold should have had one-tenth set aside for us as the Mäori 
who owned that land.  Wakatü was created in 1977, and the land returned to it was short 
by many acres.  This shortfall is the purpose of our Court case.   The journey has been a 
long one with several Court hearings and money spent, but we believe it is important we 
pursue this on behalf of you, the owners of the Nelson Tenths.” 

              Communication
Wakatü Incorporation is making a collaborative effort to care for Papatüänuku.  
We are reducing unnecessary paper usage, administration and postage costs and, 
where possible, we email our pänui to owners and interested parties.  Over time, the 
intention is to provide an eco-efficient and environmentally responsible solution with 
our communication to owners in an electronic format.   Toitü te whenua.  

To be added to our email database please send your details to:   celia@wakatu.org


